
As we reach the end of our first half term, we would like to
celebrate what has been an exceptional start to the academic
year. Our students have embraced every opportunity,
demonstrated ambition and resilience, and made a positive
contribution to our Sixth Form community. From academic
success and enrichment activities to leadership opportunities
and university pathways, it has been wonderful to see our
students thriving.

We wish all students and their families a restful and enjoyable
half-term break. We look forward to welcoming everyone back
refreshed, recharged and ready for the upcoming assessment
period. With continued hard work and preparation, we are
confident that our students will continue to achieve great
things throughout the year. Enjoy the break!
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A&O Shearman Black Heritage Network
The A&O Shearman Black Heritage Network invited local schools to participate in a
creative project based on the theme "Honouring Our Communities".

We are proud to recognise Megan Satumba, Safa Arshid, Zainab Rahman and Evie
Squire, whose submissions progressed to the next round of the competition. While they
were not selected as finalists, reaching this stage is a fantastic achievement.

Congratulations to these Year 13 students for representing the Sixth Form so
positively and for their creativity, commitment and effort. Well done!



ATTENDANCE 
MATTERS
Excellent attendance is one of the strongest indicators of student success. Every lesson
counts, helping students build knowledge, develop confidence and make the most of
the opportunities available to them in Sixth Form.
To recognise and reward outstanding commitment, we are introducing our 100%
Attendance Awards:

Bronze Award – Achieve 100% attendance for one half term.
Silver Award – Achieve 100% attendance for two half terms.
Gold Award – Achieve 100% attendance for the entire academic year.

We look forward to celebrating students who demonstrate exceptional commitment to
their learning through excellent attendance. Every day really does matter!
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Our Level 3 BTEC Y12 Business students have completed their coursework
presentations for Unit 1 Learning Aim E: Innovation and Enterprise. Students produced a
range of excellent presentations that were well planned, professionally structured, and
demonstrated a strong understanding of innovation and enterprise concepts. It was
particularly pleasing to see students presenting with confidence, clearly communicating
their ideas and showcasing the skills they have developed throughout the unit.

Subject Spotlight 
A-Level Economics: Labour Markets

Students are currently studying how labour markets operate and how wages and
employment are determined by the demand for and supply of labour. They are
exploring key concepts including derived demand, marginal revenue product (MRP),
wage differentials, and the factors affecting the elasticity of demand and supply of
labour. Students are also examining how monopsony power, trade unions and collective
bargaining can influence wage rates and levels of employment. Alongside this, they are
considering issues such as labour market discrimination, occupational and geographical
immobility, skills shortages and unemployment, and how these can contribute to labour
market failure. Students are using labour market diagrams and real-world examples to
analyse these issues and are evaluating the effectiveness of government intervention,
including minimum wages, education and training, and policies designed to improve
labour mobility.

BTEC BUSINESS: 
INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE 
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Our Year 12 Criminology students have been putting their knowledge into practice by
designing creative campaign materials aimed at raising awareness of important social
issues and encouraging positive change.

As part of their studies, students explored how campaigns are used to influence public
opinion, educate communities and challenge social problems. Working in teams, they
researched key issues, identified target audiences and then created a range of
professional promotional materials, including posters, leaflets, social media graphics
and awareness merchandise.

The project encouraged students to think critically about the effectiveness of different
forms of communication while developing valuable skills in research, creativity,
marketing and design. The quality of the products produced was outstanding, with
students demonstrating a strong understanding of how powerful campaigns can be in
shaping attitudes and behaviours.

This hands-on approach allowed students to apply criminological theory to real-world
contexts, bringing learning beyond the classroom and highlighting the role individuals
can play in driving social change.

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, creativity and professionalism shown by our
students, and we look forward to seeing these skills continue to develop throughout
their Criminology studies.
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CRIMINOLOGY STUDENTS DEVELOP
CAMPAIGNS FOR CHANGE 



SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENT SUCCESS 

TO WATCH THE
WELCOME VIDEO
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A huge thank you to everyone who
attended our recent Sixth Form Open
Event. It was fantastic to welcome so
many prospective students and
families, showcase our outstanding
provision, and share the exciting
opportunities available at Brinsworth
Sixth Form. The evening was filled
with positive conversations, subject
exploration, and a real sense of
ambition for the future.

We are delighted to announce that
applications for September 2027
entry open on Friday 6th
November. We look forward to
receiving applications and welcoming
the next generation of Sixth Form
students to our community.



LAUNCH OF THE ARISTOTLE
PROGRAMME 
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We are delighted to launch the Aristotle Programme, a new aspirational pathway
designed to support our most ambitious students as they prepare for highly competitive
destinations, including Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Law and other
prestigious university and career routes.

The programme will provide students with a wealth of opportunities, including academic
enrichment, super-curricular experiences, leadership development, university
engagement and personalised guidance, helping them to develop the knowledge, skills
and confidence needed to achieve their future goals.

Applications for the Aristotle Programme are taking place this week, with students
invited to demonstrate their commitment, aspirations and readiness for the programme.
Successful applicants will be notified of the outcome on Monday 2nd November, when
our inaugural cohort of Aristotle scholars will begin their journey towards exceptional
post-18 destinations.



Think you’ve got what it takes? Submit your solutions to j.wood@nclt.ac.uk for a chance
to win!

To be entered into the prize draw, students must provide a full written solution, clearly
showing their working and reasoning. Entries that include only the final answer will not
be accepted.

All correct solutions will be entered into a prize draw, with winners selected at random.
Good luck!

Intermediate 

 

Challenge
 

brinsworthacademy.org.uk Brinsworth Road, Brinsworth, Rotherham, S60 5EJ



brinsworthacademy.org.uk Brinsworth Road, Brinsworth, Rotherham, S60 5EJ

Financial support is available through the 16–19 Bursary Fund to help students
overcome barriers to education and make the most of their sixth form experience.

The bursary can support a range of costs, including travel, essential equipment, and
other study-related expenses. We encourage all students who may be eligible to apply.
If you think you may qualify, please contact the Sixth Form Team or speak to Mrs Keenan
for further information and an application form. Don't miss out on support that could
make a real difference to your studies.

Directed Independent Learning (DIL) is a vital part of Sixth Form study and plays a key
role in helping students achieve their academic potential. The learning that takes place
outside of lessons reinforces classroom knowledge, develops independent study skills
and prepares students for the demands of university, apprenticeships and employment.
As a guide, Year 12 students should complete a minimum of 5 hours of independent
study per subject, per week, while Year 13 students should gradually build this to 10
hours per subject, per week as they prepare for examinations and post-18 destinations.
Regular completion of DIL helps students stay on track, deepen their understanding of
subject content and develop the resilience, organisation and self-discipline needed for
future success. We encourage all students to make the most of their independent study
time and establish strong study habits from the outset.



Monday 2nd November to Friday13th November 2026 Assessment 2

Monday 4th January to 15th January 2027 Assessment 3

Monday 15th March 2027 – Friday 26th March 2027 Assessment 4

Wednesday 16th June 2027 to Wednesday 23rd June 2027 Progression Exams

Monday 2nd November to Friday13th November 2026 Assessment 2

Monday 4th January to 15th January 2027 Assessment 3

Monday 15th March 2027 – Friday 26th March 2027 Assessment 4

Wednesday 16th June 2027 to Wednesday 23rd June 2027 Progression Exams
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ASSESSMENT CALENDAR
Assessments are an important part of helping students understand their progress and
identifying what they need to do next. 

YEAR 12

Applied General Qualifications

A levels



Monday 16th November 2026 to Friday 27th November 2026 Assessment 2

Monday 1st February 2027 to Friday 5th February 2027
Assessment 3 – Mock
paper 1

Monday 22nd February 2027 to Friday 26th February 2027
Assessment 3 – Mock
paper 2

Monday 12th April 2027 – Friday 23rd April 2027 Assessment 4

Monday 9th November to Friday 20th November
Assessment 2 including mock
exams for students with January 27
exams

Monday 4th January to 15th January 2027
 

External exams for subjects with
January exams

Monday 11th January to 22nd January 2027
Assessment 3 for students who do
not have external January exams

Monday 8th March 2027 – 12th March 2027 Assessment 4 – mock exam
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ASSESSMENT CALENDAR

YEAR 13

Applied General Qualifications

A levels

We encourage parents and carers to discuss upcoming assessments with students and
support them in establishing positive routines around attendance, independent study,
revision and meeting deadlines.
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EXTERNAL EXAMINATION DATES

It is important that students and families are aware of the key external examination
windows for this academic year.

January Examinations

Students in Year 12 and Year 13 studying Applied General qualifications who have
external examinations in January will sit these between:

Monday 4th January to Friday 15th January 2027

Summer Examinations

The summer external examination window for Year 12 and Year 13 students will run
from:

Monday 10th May to Wednesday 23rd June 2027

Students should ensure that they are available throughout the relevant examination
windows and avoid booking holidays or other commitments during these dates.
Full individual examination timetables will be shared with students nearer the time.



If you're considering your next steps after Year 11, now is the perfect time to start
exploring your options and preparing for Sixth Form.

Research your subjects
Think carefully about the courses you enjoy, excel in and may need for your future
career or university ambitions.

Work hard in lessons
The habits you build now will help you achieve the grades needed for your chosen
pathway.

Get involved
Enrichment activities, leadership opportunities and extracurricular experiences all
help to develop valuable skills and strengthen future applications.

Speak to teachers and family
Ask questions, seek advice and explore the opportunities available to you after
GCSEs.

Applications for Brinsworth Sixth Form open on: 

Friday 6th November. 

We encourage all prospective students
to apply early and begin planning for an
exciting and successful future with us.

We look forward to welcoming the Class
of 2028!
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I'M IN YEAR 11
WHAT SHOULD I BE
DOING NOW?
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