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The ecumenical movement (Greek ‘@lRUMERE’
meaning ‘entire, inhabited world’) strives to create
unity amongst the many denominations that make
up Christianity.

The movement sees its mandate in the prayer of
Jesus for unity in Jeln 17221.

There was a great deal of unity - but also schisms

- prior to 1054; since this date with the reformation
and subsequent splintering in Protestantism, the
Christian Church has developed widely different
practices and theologies.

The World Missionary Conference (WIMG) brought
together 1200 missionaries from 160 missionary
boards in an attempt to build cooperation. Their
slogan was ‘doctrine divides but service unites’. This
was solely an evangelical Protestant event, neither
the RCC nor Orthodox Churches were invited.

This conference kick-started a number of initiatives
which led to the formation of the World Council of
Churches (WE0). This includes the International
Missionary Conference (I(MC) (1921), The i

(1925; promoting social
responsibility) and the Fih anc

(1927; considering doctrinal differences).

These last two groups, in 1937 proposed the WCC in
1937; this was delayed due to WWII.

The World Council of Churches first met in
Amsterdam in 1©4%3 with 351 delegates from 147
church bodies, defining itself as a ‘fellowship

of churches’ and described by outsiders as an
‘ecclesiastical United Nations’.

Today there are 350 creh involved,
including Orthodox, Anglican, United and many
other Churches. The Roman Catholic Church is not
a member, though it participates in two subgroups
with full voting rights: The Faith and Order and
World Mission and Evangelism Commissions.

The WCC defines its mission as ‘Visile uniy of
the Church’ which includes striving for a common
confession, sacramental life, mission and service.

Three main areas of its work are

(i) Unity, Mission and Ecumenical Relations. This

is the area related to the prayer of Jesus and has
resulted in the ground-breaking document ‘Baptism,
Eucharist and Ministry’ (BEM) (1982) which explores
agreements and disagreements in this area.

(ii) Public Witness and Diakonia extends the legacy
of the Life and Work movement, raising awareness of
Churches in politically troubled areas and sponsoring
initiatives aimed at global health, women’s rights and
HIV - to name a few.

(iii) Ecumenical formation is the area of training and
education aimed at raising the profile of Christian
unity in churches around the globe. The WCC’s
Eaumanical sfiuia at Bossey, near Geneva, acts as

a centre for this work.
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“That they might be one. As you, Father, are in me and | am in you, may they also be in us,
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17:21)

“Catholicism’s observer status with the WCC would seem to have
become more or less a permanent condition.”

(J. Allen)
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